FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Media Contact: Mona Baroudi, 415.615.2735, mona@odcdance.org

ODC/DANCE PRESENTS 

THE BELOVED ANNUAL DANCE THEATER PRODUCTION 

THE VELVETEEN RABBIT AT THE NOVELLUS THEATER AT

YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS


Created by ODC Co-Artistic Director KT Nelson

Featuring Energetic Dancing by ODC/Dance, Recorded Narration by Geoff Hoyle, Original Costumes and Set Design by Brian Wildsmith, Musical Score by Benjamin Britten 

November 28 – December 14, 2008

SAN FRANCISCO, August 20, 2008 – ODC/Dance is proud to present the annual dance theater production of The Velveteen Rabbit, November 28 – December 14, 2008 at the Novellus Theater at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Created by ODC Co-Artistic Director KT Nelson, The Velveteen Rabbit has played to more than 300,000 people nationwide and has become a Bay Area holiday tradition.  

The beloved holiday classic, now in its 22nd year, features a number of events for the entire family. On November 28, grandparents are invited to bring their grandchildren and their cameras for Grandparents & Photo Day, when all seniors and grandparents get 20 percent off their ticket price, and are invited to take pictures with the characters from the production. The ever-popular Milk & Cookies party follows the performance on Sunday, November 30, and features delicious treats and a chance to meet the characters and dancers. It’s Halloween again on Dress-Up Day on Saturday, December 6 and parents and children are encouraged to dress up in their favorite costume, pair of pajamas, hat, cape, super hero garb or dance outfit. Free Italian ice is served on Saturday, December 13 at 4pm and Sunday, December 14 at 2pm. 

In the spirit of community and engagement and holiday giving, ODC’s successful Buddies for Bunnies program, now in its third year, offers hundreds of free tickets to public schools in need. This year ODC has also added a special fundraising performance of The Velveteen Rabbit in an offering to Edgewood Center for Children and Families, the proceeds of which will allow Edgewood to continue to serve some of San Francisco’s most abused and neglected kids. ODC decided to add an extra show for Edgewood’s use after reading about the city’s budget cuts and Edgewood’s financial crisis in the news earlier this year.
A loving and witty interpretation of Margery Williams’ classic 1922 children's tale choreographed by ODC Co-Artistic Director KT Nelson, The Velveteen Rabbit is about the strong relationship between a boy and his stuffed rabbit, and the enduring power of love. Told from the perspective of a stuffed rabbit who wants nothing more than to become real, the story explores the deep bond the boy and rabbit develop over time.  As their relationship grows, they depend upon one another in both good and bad times. The Velveteen Rabbit’s message is timeless and appropriate for children and adults alike.

In this holiday classic, Nana, who stands 10 feet tall (generating the least glamorous role in contemporary dance for her lower half, dubbed “The Nana Bottom”), oversees the toys that share the nursery with the Rabbit:  a skin-horse, toy soldiers, a crocodile, dolls and, in the garden, a pack of real rabbits.  Intended to encourage children to engage, create and imagine, the show is suitable for children ages 3 and up, and for the child in every adult. In the spirit of ODC’s commitment to education and engaging multiple generations, 10 talented children from the ODC School will also dance in the production.
CALENDAR LISTING

WHO:

ODC/Dance, one of the country’s premier contemporary dance companies

WHAT:
THE VELVETEEN RABBIT, choreographed and directed by KT Nelson

Featuring ODC/Dance's energetic and imaginative dancing, recorded narration by legendary actor Geoff Hoyle, original costumes and set design by world-renowned children's illustrator Brian Wildsmith, and musical score by composer Benjamin Britten. The Velveteen Rabbit is suitable for ages 3 and up.  Running time is 90 minutes including one intermission (Act I - 50 min.; Intermission - 15 min.; Act II - 25 min.)

WHEN:
November 28 – December 14, 2008

Friday, November 28, 2pm

Grandparents & Photo Day
Saturday, November 29, 2pm

Sunday, November 30, 2pm

Followed by Milk and Cookies party in the Forum* (additional ticket required)

Thursday, December 4, 11am

Friday, December 5, 11am
Saturday, December 6, 1pm & 4pm

Dress-Up Day and Free Cookie Day

Sunday, December 7, 2pm

Thursday, December 11, 11am

Friday, December 12, 11am

Saturday, December 13, 1pm & 4pm

Italian Ice Day (4pm performance)

Sunday, December 14, 2pm

Italian Ice Day (2pm performance)

WHERE:
Novellus Theater at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 700 Howard at Third Street, 

San Francisco

TICKETS:


· $15 for 11am weekday performances 

· $12 for Milk & Cookies party

· $15 for side balcony seats 

· $30 for side orchestra/balcony center 

· $45 for center orchestra

· $10 tickets available for school groups for 11am matinee performances.

Tickets are available through the Yerba Buena Box Office at (415) 978-2787 or online at www.ybca.org.

Shows regularly sell out. Advance ticket purchase is STRONGLY recommended.

Group discounts for 10 or more people are available by calling Linda Graham at (415) 346-7805.  Family packages are also available. School group discounts, priced at $10/ per ticket, are available for 11am matinees.

Editors please note: Photos and b-roll are available by calling Mona Baroudi at (415) 615-2735 or via email at mona@odcdance.org.

SPECIAL EVENTS:

Friday, November 28, 2pm – Grandparents & Photo Day.   20% off tickets for Seniors 65 and older.   Bring your own camera and pose with the characters after the show!
Sunday, November 30, 2pm – Milk & Cookies party Join ODC/DANCE and the characters from The Velveteen Rabbit for this special one-time-only, post-performance MILK & COOKIES PARTY. Nibble on mountains of tasty treats, dance with the characters, have your face painted—great family fun for all! Tickets for this event are $12/person and can be purchased at the Yerba Buena Box Office.

Saturday, Dec. 6, 1pm & 4pm—DRESS-UP & COOKIES DAY (Don’t hold back!) Many of our diminutive patrons already come dressed in their party best, but on Dress-Up Day we encourage them (and you!) to go all out. Let your child wear their favorite Halloween costume, pair of pajamas, hat, cape, super hero garb or dance outfit and be prepared for a “fashionista” day at the theater! All children receive a free cookie.

Saturday, Dec. 13, 4pm & Sunday, Dec. 14 2pm—Italian Ice Days Italian Ice in December? Yes, only at The Velveteen Rabbit where all dreams come true. Multiple “yummo” flavors of  Rainbow Italian Ice will be served to all—compliments of  “The Rabbit.”

About ODC/Dance 

Founded in 1971 by Artistic Director Brenda Way, ODC is a groundbreaking arts institution composed of a world-class contemporary dance company, a theater and presenting organization, and a school. Operating in San Francisco’s Mission District since 1976, and since 2006 at the beautiful ODC Dance Commons, ODC’s programs create access to contemporary art making for nearly 3,000 artists and students and 55,000 audience members annually.  The organization has received numerous awards, the most recent being the San Francisco Business Arts Council’s award for Exceptional Non-Profit Arts Organization – 2004 and recognition in the SF Bay Guardian’s Best of the Bay 2005 and 2006 edition as “Best Dance Company.”  Brenda Way is the recipient of the prestigious 2000 John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship and more than twenty years of NEA support. She most recently was invited to be a Resident in the Arts at the American Academy in Rome. 
# # #

