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ODC THEATER’S ‘HOUSE SPECIAL’
SHOWCASES WORK BY THREE CHOREOGRAPHERS 

AUGUST 22-23, 2009

ODC Theater presents Bay Area choreographers selected for

 two-night show with work created in a two week residency 
SAN FRANCISCO, June 29, 2009 –House Special, curated by ODC Theater Director Rob Bailis is a two-night, one weekend show of work-in-progress performances shown after two weeks of rehearsal.  This year’s House Special features THREE up-and-coming Bay Area choreographers including: Kelly Kemp, Pearl Marill and Paco Gomes. Both evenings of House Special are followed by a post-performance discussion/Q&A with the choreographers.
Of House Special ODC Theater Director Rob Bailis says: “This is one of the most exciting and beloved shows we present every year.  It is pure opportunity and pure risk for artists and audiences alike. We put on stage whatever exists after the two-week creation period afforded to each of the three selected choreographers. The challenge here is not to do what you know how to do, or even what you expect you would do well. Instead the idea is to abandon the formality of finished work, and to get at something more immediate in hopes that it will also be that much more essential.”

Highlights of this year’s performance include three work-in-progress showings by:
kelly kemp & company works collectively to create and present works that challenge perception and predictability, that illustrate the esoteric through physical language, and that foster social attention, awareness, reflection, and proactive approach. During her residency kelly kemp & company will be working with the idea of  Imaginary Friends, considering the methods people use to identify themselves in relationship to larger social circles as well as the means by which persons attempt to edit or filter themselves from their own lives.  Set to original music by Jeff Mooney, Imaginary Friends will likely premiere as a completed work in October 2010.
Pearl Marill is a choreographer who, with her ensemble of Pumpdance theater explores different perspectives of day-to-day human interactions through dance and theater, often approaching her topics with high physicality and comedy. From six adult dancers dancing in diapers to Ciara’s “Goodies,” to scuttling like crabs across the floor in corporate attire, to a duet using missed connections from craigslist, her past works have centered on themes such as the universal longing to find love, of feeling alone and confused, and of searching for that place where we are truly ourselves, not bound by monotony or social expectation or obligation. For her residency, she will be exploring the idea of what we are actually thinking and feeling vs. how we act, the vast disparity between the two, and the inevitable comedy that arises when the two are juxtaposed.

Paco Gomes, artistic director and founder of Paco Gomes Dance is a recognized dancer, choreographer, musician and teacher from Bahia, Brazil, who has studied folkloric and religious dances since his childhood. Mr. Gomes will present a work-in-progress called Niu Ayé (the center of the Earth). His focus will be on religious legends and the problems resulting in the oral transmission of such legends as they are passed down through generations. In Niu Ayé, Paco Gomes uses the example of the Afro-Brazilian Orixa (deity/God), Omolu (the God of life and death, sickness and cures) and the controversy surrounding the details of his birth.  From the original legend, two others were formed as the story was orally passed down through the African Brazilian lineage. Although all three legends conflict in detail (such as who were Omolu's actual parents), as in every other religion, the principle message, that of which is truly important, remains consistent. 

"Did God create man in "his" image? Or did man create God of his own necessities and limitation"  -Paco Gomes
Performance Information

Saturday, August 22, 8 pm and Sunday, August 23, 7 pm
www.odctheater.org
Location:

ODC Dance Commons, 351 Shotwell Street, San Francisco, CA

Between 17th and 18th Street. Walking distance from 16th Street BART station.

Parking available on Shotwell between 16th and 17th for $2 after 6pm.

 

Tickets:

$18 General/ $15 Seniors/Students/Children 12 & Under

ODC THEATER BOX OFFICE: Phone: (415) 863-9834 
Online: http://www.odctheater.org/buytickets
About ODC’s House Special

House Special, a two-week, shared residency for 3 selected artists, is an unduplicated program for carte blanche dance-making which culminates in work-in-progress showings curated by ODC Theater Director Rob Bailis. One artist is chosen from within the Theater’s mentorship program while two others are chosen from the local dance community. House Special heralds the introduction of artists that ODC Theater is considering for longer-term residency. In addition, it offers a rare and candid look into artistic process and critical feedback for all participants. Some of the past House Special artists from the last six years include Monique Jenkinson, Holly Johnston / Ledges and Bones Dance Project and Wendy Rein and Ryan Smith of RAWdance, Jacinta Vlach, Alma Esperanza Cunningham & SPOON (Jane Schnorrenberg & Kegan Marling), Leslie Seiters, Rachel Lincoln, Charya Burt, Melody Takata and Vishnu Tattva Das.
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